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Media law counsel says it's premature because no official action has been taken 
By DANIELLE LYNCH b LN 
Staff Writer 1·30· 08 

WALLACE - Township supervisors 
decided two weeks ago to have a public 
hearing regarding a police force ordi­
nance. 

Since then, an advertisement for a po­
lice chief posted on the township's Web 
site has raised questions related to the 
state's Sunshine Law. 

The hearing scheduled for Thursday 
night is for residents and supervisors 
to address the possibility of creating an 
indep ndent police force. The township 
currently receives services hom the 
Brandywine Regional Police. 

Melissa Melewsky, media law counsel 
with the Pennsylvania Newspaper As­
sociation, said the police chief adver­
tisement is contrary to the intent of the 
Sunshine Law. She said it's prenlature 
to have an advertisement because no 
official action has been taken on the po­
lice department. 

"It seems that th y (elected officials) 
don't care what voters have to say," Me­
lewsky said. "All residents and taxpay­
ers have the right to make their voices 
heard before the decision is made." 

But Supervisor Rob Jones said he and 
the other board members directed the 
township's police consultant to create a 

draft application for a police chief at a 
Jul 17 meeting. Ie said decisions for 
the public hearing and p lice applica­
tion were made publicly at Ule board's 
last meeting and supervisors allowed 
for public comment before and after 
both of these d cisions. 

"In my mind, it (the advertisement) is 
clearly not a violation of the Sun hine 
Act," Jones said. "It (the advertise­
ment) is not a step toward official es­
tablishment of a police department. n 

And Jones said it does not have an af­
fect on public input at Thursday's hear­
ing. 

If Wallace supervisors decid not to 
move forward with adopting the police 
ordinance, applications for the police 
chief will b· shredd d, Jones said. 

Residents at the last township meet­
ing' asked whether supervisors would 
make ad cision at U1e end of the public 
hearing. 

Jones said that legally, a supervisor 
coulcl bring a motion forward to ap­
prove the police ordinance at tl1e close 
of the hearing. Action, if any, could also 
be delayed, he said. 

At meetings, residents have said this 
proc ss of reaLing a police department 
ha' been rushed. 

But Jones said the process h s not 
been rushed. He said the issues be­

tw en Wallace and East Brandywine 
have been ongoing, and after years of 
negotiations Walla is exploring IIIl I' 
police options. 

In March, Wallace officials nutified 
neighboring Ea.-;t BrandyWine of Uleir 
intent to withdraw from the rf'gional 
police agreement. 

Ea..c;t Brandywine officials have a '­
cepted Wallace's decision to withdraw. 
And East Brandywine Supervi or .Jay 
Fischer said his township will crealt> its 
own police 'force. 

East Brandywine officials are waiting 
for Wallace to t 11 them the official split 
date of lh regional police department, 
Fischer said. 

Brandywine Regional Police officers 
have said they are wOITied abotlt losing 
U1eir jobs. East Brandywine slIpPlvi­
SOl'S said they are ommitt I to retain­
ing 10 regional police officers for thei r 
own ownship police force. 

Wallace officials said they i.ntend to 
gi e emplo.. lent preferenc and prior­
ity to offi ers working for th regional 
potic force. But Wallace officials said 
the hiring process is dep ndent Oil a 
need to have offi rs with differpnt II'\'­

Is of experience. 
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